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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 11th November 2014 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch Co-ordinator, St. Ives 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Earith Speedwatch 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Jeff Nicholl  (JN) : Earith PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Action on Traffic 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 

Bob Hare  (BH) : Neighbourhood Watch 

Kate Williams  (KW) :` Hemingford Grey PC 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holywell cum Needingworth PC 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1 Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from:  Graham Bull, Justo Perez, Andy Street, Lesley Craig, Jean Chandler, 
Keith Sisman. 

 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 9th  September 2014 
 

The minutes were approved. 
 

3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Disabled Parking; 
ML had received an email (sent 10/11/2014) from Andy Street with a reference to disabled parking. The 
relevant section states; 
“With regards to the parking blitz that we have been doing in the town: We are not targeting disabled drivers 
and they are still allowed to park on double yellow lines. All we ask is that they are considerate about where 
they park, do not cause an obstruction (such as outside the Corn Exchange) and don’t park on the pavement 
on the Oliver Cromwell island, or on the mini roundabout at the top of Broadway (it never ceases to amaze me 
how many people seem to think that it’s acceptable to park in the middle of a roundabout). 
 
 



 
  
AB said that it is likely that the offenders are regulars who always park in the same place.  
CS had sent an email yesterday about ticketing disabled people who parked outside Piggots. Others have 
been given tickets. He had got lots of abuse from them. 
 
 

4 Correspondence 
 

Speedwatch: Reply from the police to RSC letter re: Speedwatch suspension dated 29/09/2014 

 
Dear Mr McLaughlin 
  
Thank you for your letter about the value of Speedwatch to communities around St Ives.   
  
The Constabulary remains committed to supporting Speedwatch around the county, but as you may we aware, we have 

recently had to address a number of concerns about the operation of the scheme in the St Ives area.  As a result of meeting 

with key co-ordinators, revised guidance has now been circulated to the St Ives and Ramsey scheme.  We hope that this 

guidance will enable them to operate in line with other schemes and therefore once again have our full support.  I attach 

the guidance for your reference. 
  
If we can assist further, please let me or county co-ordinator Brian Robbins, know.   
  
Chris Savage 
  
T/Chief Inspector 
Head of Operational Support 
Territorial Policing Command 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 

Road Safety Budget: Response from Steve Criswell received by Earith PC to questions about the drop in the 

County Council Road Safety budget dated 17/09/2014 
 

There is either an error, or a major change in the way DfT is reporting expenditure. All authorities are shown as reducing 

budgets by a factor of at least 10 between 2011 and 2012. This is clearly not the case. 
  

In Cambridgeshire the figures for capital spend are shown as just under £39k whereas the dedicated line in CCC’s budget 

alone shows £250k. This does not include s106 monies, collaborative working with partners or the safety work 

incorporated within other highway schemes. 
  

In addition, prior to 2011, Central Gov’t provided a £1.3m dedicated road safety fund to cover the cost of running safety 

cameras and the Road Safety Partnership. For 2012 the ‘ring fencing’ was removed to allow a more flexible approach. 

Much of this area is now funded by the police from their Diversionary Driver Training Programme. 
  

Traffic Signals – Houghton Road, St.Ives: Responses from Michael Stevens to RSC queries about the lights 

operation dated 30/09/2014 
 
Dear Mr McLaughlin, 

 

Thank you for your correspondence regarding the junction of Houghton Road/Hill Rise/High Leys. This is a complex site 

that consists of two linked T-junctions and multiple pedestrian crossing facilities that are incorporated in to a single 

junction design. This junction operates what is known as walk with pedestrian facilities i.e. each pedestrian crossing runs 

in a stage(s) when there is no conflicting traffic movements. This method is used to optimise capacity at a junction by 

allowing vehicle movements that are not affected by the pedestrian crossing to continue to flow. 

 

I can confirm that the push buttons are not dummies. The pedestrian crossing across Houghton Road at High Leys will 



receive a green signal when the push button is pressed to demand the appropriate stage. This crossing has it's own stage in 

the cycle as there no other stages where it does not conflict with traffic. The stage in which the pedestrian crossing 

receives green will then appear at the appropriate point in the traffic signal cycle and only if demanded. 

 

Each approach for this junction is fitted with detector loops that demand and extend the green for that approach. The 

maximum length of green time each approach can receive is again pre-defined based on a traffic model. As the T-

junctions at this site are rigidly linked it can sometimes appear that an approach is receiving an extended green when there 

is no traffic however it is being extended by vehicles on another approach that runs in the same stage. 

 

Unfortunately, in order to accommodate the volume of traffic through this site the traffic signals must run a high cycle 

time of approximately 120 seconds in the morning and evening peak. A high cycle time increases the capacity of the 

junction however it leads to longer delays to pedestrians. As you have observed this can also mean that if a driver knows 

they will be held on a red signal for a period of time that they may try and rush through on the closing amber. 

 

It was noted that when this site was being designed that it would have an adverse effect on traffic in the area as there are 

now two traffic signal junctions where there once was one. This junction however was deemed necessary during the 

planning process to accommodate the new development and the additional side road traffic this would create. I can also 

confirm that Houghton Road does receive the largest portion of time allocated to it. 

 

I hope this explains the operation of the site in better detail and I understand that delays to both pedestrians & road traffic 

can be frustrating. I have requested that an engineer attends the site and check for any potential faults that may be creating 

additional delays at the site. 

 

Regards, 

 

Michael Stevens 

Signals & Systems - Engineer 

 

Local Infrastructure and Street Management 

Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
At the request of members OM had asked for some further information including a flow chart of the system 
operation. This had been received on October 15th and forwarded to members. 
 
BH said that the information was comprehensive but some further details were needed.  
Action: He would provide a summary of this and OM would request it.  
 
PS said that the county has a difficult balance to maintain and he had been impressed by the CCC response. 
But he wondered if there was a way of optimizing the operation. 
 
BH said that one problem was that the buttons do not react automatically and people become frustrated. 
 
DM added that it would be possible to have a countdown timer so people know how long they have to wait. He 
had seen this somewhere. 
 
OM said he would mention this in the follow up email. 
 
NB still thinks there is a problem with the timing and flow.  The lights go green when there is no traffic waiting.  
 

5 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31  
Issue There is concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 

waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

NB questioned whether the traffic lights at Hill Rise/ Houghton Road junction were sequenced 

correctly. Drivers were jumping the red lights.  



Also there is an application to build another 200 houses on remaining holes of golf course in St. 

Ives. The exit from the new estate will be on High Leys. This could compound the problem 

described above.  

 

Meeting 

Comment 

This item has largely been  dealt with already. But  CS  informed the members that another 

planning application has been put in for the golf course.  

Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 

Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 

whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 

much worse.  

There is often a problem with disabled badge holders some of whom think they can park where 

they want. But unless there is a physical obstruction little can be done by the police. 

Meeting 

Comment 

ML said that this is still a disaster area. Disabled drivers are causing a serious  issue when they 

park here.  

PS said that he has a town council meeting tomorrow and might find out more about this.  

CS added that lots of people are now parking in Meadow Lane.  

 
6 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 4: B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction 
No Change here .  ML had had a meeting at Envar and asked them to keep the vegetation cut back. No 
accidents reported lately. 
 
Item 5 Earith High Street:  

No change. 
 
Item 6: Low Road, Fenstanton.  
CS said that the Vindis development has now started with a consultation. He had given them an A4 page with 
his views. The real problem is children crossing London Road to go to school. 
KW said that there was a separate issue at Victoria Terrace on the other side of the Vindis roundabout on the 
approach to Hemingford Grey. The road is narrowed by a row of residential parking bays on the north side, and 
an inadequate mixed use cycle / pedestrian path on the south side. This is also the subject of the highways 
scheme, and some pretty radical work is planned to widen the existing mixed use path and improve the road 
markings for cyclists heading east. 
 
Item 14: Lloyds Bank parking:  
ML said that AS and his team are on it, but we must be aware that police funding will be tighter next year. 
PS said that he had mentioned it to Brian Murdoch who was not aware of the problem but will have a look. 

 
Item 23: Guided Bus Route, North Road 
ML said that buses now seem to have developed a code of conduct which helps matters.  
CS agreed but the problem is dozy car drivers  who don’t respect it. 
 

Item 25: Traffic from Fenstanton crossing Harrison Way 
CS said that this was really the same issue as 6.  He will keep pushing it. 
 
Item 29: St.Ives cycle paths 
PS reported that he had met Houghton & Wyton PC and CCC with regard to cycling on the Thicket. There are 
problems with people cycling too fast. One possible reason is that the path has been upgraded whereas the 
Houghton hill route is very bad. So the Thicket is a preferred option now.  But if everyone actually used the 
road then traffic would come to a standstill on Houghton Hill.  It’s not practical to put any physical barriers up so 
we are talking about signage and what it ought to say. There is a need for realism in the debate.  
 
BB agreed that there is an issue with the speed.  



PS said that another problem is with cycle bells being perceived as aggressive whereas the real purpose is to 
inform people that a cyclist is there. 
 

Item 35: Marley Road/Burleigh Road 
ML asked if there was any update on this.  
PS said there was always a reason why there wasn’t a reply. It’s ongoing. 

 
Item 37: Speeding in Kings Ripton  
No change. 
 
Item 38: Thorndown School: 
BH reported that the walking bus had not started yet mainly due to apathy. 
PS noted that if they change the type or location of the pedestrian crossing they must get it in the right place.  
ML thought they may get money from Safer Routes to School. 
DM observed that if the crossing is moved then maybe the 20mph zone should be moved as well. 
PS thought there were too many different speed limits in this area. 
 

7 St. Ives and Area Cycling Strategy Update 
 
ML gave a brief update from AS. He had not been able to do very much with the cycling initiative but he was 
still keen to do some adult cycling classes and had now got a contact at Sustrans that he intended to discuss it 
with. There are apparently private companies doing this around the country and they are doing a lot of 
business in Cambridge. He felt this was important as he believed that the majority of the fatal and serious 
cycling collisions involve adults.  
PS passed around some copies of The Bridge magazine which contained a very good road safety article. He 
added that the cycle marking scheme had been very successful. The process involves the etching of a unique 
identifier on to the frame of the bike. 
CS said that he had condensed PS’s draft article and put it in the parish magazine and on the noticeboard.  
PS had commented before on the need to identify which routes are suitable for cycles and which are not. This 
still needs to be addressed.  

 
8 Rural Roads Safety Campaign 
 
OM had circulated some information from the BRAKE charity concerning the danger of rural roads where there 
are a disproportionate number of serious accidents. Both car occupants and motorcyclists are more than twice 
as likely to be killed on a country road as on an urban road. For cyclists the risk is 3 times greater.  
 
There followed some discussion on the reasons why cyclists are so much at risk. One obvious cause was the 
difficulty in seeing cyclists in the dark and many of them do not have lights. 
 
BH thought that there should be a policy of giving people red lights if they don’t have one. Does the RSC have 
an account?  Some of the newer lights, such as those using laser beam technology, are very effective.  
ML said that the police could point out to cyclists they can get cheap lights from.  
 
Action: OM to circulate information about the ‘Rural Roads not Racetracks’ campaign. 
 

9 Road Safety Week 
 
OM advised the group about Road Safety Week which runs from November 17th until November 23rd. Perhaps 
members could make PCs aware that this was taking place. The BRAKE website has a list of the events taking 
place and suggestions as to how people can get involved.  
 
PS thought that while this was a good thing we shouldn’t be constrained by the dates. Activities should take 
thoughout the year. One good initiative in primary schools involves year 6 doing cycling proficiency on the road 
while year 4s practice in the playground. There is no point in waiting until they are older. 



 

 

10 Speedwatch Report 
 
DM said that there had been no Speedwatch activity in the St. Ives area since the last RSC meeting in 
September. No volunteers wish to adopt the new guidelines which stipulate a ‘warn and deter’ policy.  This is 
why Speedwatch activity has stopped. Police failure to seriously confront speeding is why Speedwatch came 
into being in the first place. But the word ‘catch’ is now a no-no and ‘warning’ is now the key word. The 
Speedwatch Guidelines have been completely rewritten. The police do not seem concerned that no-one wants 
to come forward.  The village Speedwatch signs are now also pointless because another sign is now needed if 
there is Speedwatch activity. This is counter to the original agreement. Our area was coming in with a  0.5% 
error rate. We constantly refined the process to improve the performance. Other areas have 25% error rates. 
Because of our accuracy Speedwatch St. Ives has been able to provide extremely good data on speeding in 
this area, something that was entirely lacking before. 
 
However, every village is at liberty to do what it wants with the new regime. Oldhurst, for one, will try operating 
under the new rules. 
 
ML.  Proposed that the RSC  invite Brian Robbins, the county co-ordinator,  to the RSC meeting  in January 
and asked members for their opinion.  
JN.  Agreed with the proposal.  
EM. Agreed. She asked if  the new guidelines operate elsewhere? (DM said the guidelines would be operative 
everywhere in Cambridgeshire). EM said that drivers don’t know that the guidelines have changed so it will still 
be effective. 
KW. Agreed with the proposal. 
BH. Agreed and added that we need to get our opinions across 
CS. Agreed.  It was worth trying 
PS. Agreed.  Mr Robbins did come  to speak to St. Ives  Town Council, but not on this issue.  
NB. Agreed. 
 
All voting members were in agreement with the proposal. OM to invite Brian Robbins to the next RSC meeting 
in January. 
 
NB added that the police are cutting corners and this is an area where they are cutting.  
ML concluded the item by saying it will give us an opportunity to  put our concerns forcefully to Mr Robbins.  
 

11 Reports from Members 
 
KW (Hemingford Grey)  They have been successful with a Highways initiative. The plan has been 
incorporated with the St. Ives town strategy and the money has got to be spent in this financial year. They are 
trying to get the scheme right. The purpose is to try and improve overall safety at the Armes junction which  
has a history of accidents (normally with vehicles traveling south along London Road from the bridge not 
realising there is a cross roads and they need to stop – and just going straight across). They are looking to 
improve the cross road junction with a few relatively minor changes to lining and signs, and possibly re-do the 
speed cushion on the junction. Just to try and make it clearer that there is a give way north-south, and to slow 
traffic entering the village. 
ML thought it could be quite disruptive when it is being done. 
KW agreed. There are lots of issues so the work needs to be done quickly.  
 
JN (Earith)   Earith had been successful in a bid to improve safety on Chapel Lane which is a one-way 
although some drivers ignore this. They are waiting for some ideas.  The road to Willingham along the river 
had been repaired yet again. 
 
BH (Neighbourhood Watch).  They are also waiting for a bid result. 
 



AB (Hilton Action on Traffic)  They are planning to do a traffic survey, mostly in support of the A14 protest 
activity.  
 
DM (St. Ives Area Speedwatch) . 
Tomorrow he will try and persuade St. Ives TC to come to its senses re: Speedwatch. He will ask them to 
approve it in principle.  
 
CS (Fenstanton) St. Ives has been overrun with construction barriers. Balfour Beatty are on a yellow card.  
 
PS (St.Ives TC)  One thing he had become aware of  when walking the new bit of path between the industrial 
estate and Meadow Lane is that people don’t seem to be aware they are approaching a  roundabout. Some 
HCVs have a problem. (DM said that the speed limit changes there as well from 60 to 40).  
 
NB (Wyton-on-the-Hill 
Reported a pot hole which is now being fixed.   This is causing delays.  
 
 

12 AOB     
 
DfT Road Casualty Figures Apirl – June 2014 
OM brought up the increase in the road casualty statistics outlined in the quarterly report from the DfT for the 
period April to June 2014. This had already been circulated. The data shows an increase of 3% in killed and 
seriously injured compared to the same period in the previous year. This is the second consecutive quarter 
showing an increase. It is difficult to deny a connection between the increase in casualties and the calamitous 
drop in funding for road safety over the past few years. 

 
Blue Badge Holders 
CS said that he was trying to persuade people that when they issue blue badges they should be reminded of 
their responsibilities.  Perhaps by giving them a short letter.  

 
101 Response Times 
CS also mentioned 101 response times.  These are often very poor and in one recent incident it had taken 25 
minutes to get a response. He had raised the matter with the police and had received a reply.  
Action: OM to circulate this reply with the minutes.   

 
ML said  that if you are a Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator you have a code word which gets you immediate 
attention.   

 
New Road 
NB said that in conjunction with the building of the new estate at Wyton they are considering changing the road 
system. There is a proposal for a new road from the A141/B1090 roundabout , across the fields to the A1123 
to the east of the garden centre, then across  the river and connecting with the A14.  

 

13 Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday January    13th   
Tuesday March   10th  
Tuesday May   12th  
 

 

 

  

 


